Two Christian nurses, Mariam Lal and Newosh Arooj, detained in Pakistan in April 2021, were finally acquitted (November 2025/January 2026) of blasphemy in a landmark court ruling, ending an ordeal lasting over four and a half years.
Ana da Silva Miguel (aka Neth Nahara) was released from prison in Angola in January 2025 after a presidential pardon. She had been sentenced to two years for criticising the president in an online video. 
Lu Siwei, a human rights lawyer in China, was released from prison in  2025, after serving an 11-month sentence. He remains under close state restrictions. Diagnosed with lung cancer, he also suffers from psoriasis and thyroid disease, which reportedly worsened during his detention.
ACAT regularly features prisoners such as these in appeals to authorities and personal greetings campaigns. Sadly many others remain in prison. Sandra Muhoza is still incarcerated in Ngozi Central Prison, Burundi, facing a new trial after sharing information about alleged government arms distribution. The execution of Iranian Kurd Reza Rasaei in August 2024 sparked immediate protests, including in Evin prison, where prison guards reportedly cracked down violently on female protesters.
Since August 2024 Bangladesh has seen an unprecedented rise in politically motivated false cases under the interim government led by Muhammad Yunus. Reports mention identical copied and pasted scripts (known as FIRs) to name and charge hundreds of “unknown accused", including lawyers, journalists, opposition activists, and even bystanders.
“You Have Arrived in Hell” is the title of a report on torture, sexual violence and other abuses against  Venezuelans held in El Salvador’s Terrorist Confinement Centre (its so-called "Mega Prison”), to which the US has refouled over 250 people, including asylum seekers. The report appeared in November 2025. 
