Developed by the World Organization Against Torture (OMCT) and launched in June 2025, the Global Torture Index (GTI) measures the risk of torture and ill-treatment in different countries. Its recent report, published in June, highlighted Russia, India, Afghanistan, Libya and Ethiopia as "very high risk". Some European countries, Spain, Italy and Hungary, also featured with a lesser level of risk, for reasons including abuse in detention and impunity.
After US President Donald Trump closed borders to refugees (January 2025) some 14,000 migrants, over 90% Venezuelans fleeing the dictatorship of Nicolás Maduro, were turned away in a huge wave of "reverse migration" back into Central and South America. The journey has proved perilous, with migrants exposed to sexual violence, human trafficking, kidnapping and extortion. Crimes against migrants by gangs and armed groups go unpunished.
Also in the USA, immigrants detained in Florida have reported to Human Rights Watch of being shackled for prolonged periods on buses without food, water, or functioning toilets before placed in extremely overcrowded and freezing cells, where they were forced to sleep on cold concrete floors under constant fluorescent lighting. Many were denied access to basic hygiene and medical care.
In September 2025 three women died in Iran’s Qarchak Women’s Prison — an overcrowded, disease-ridden facility infamous for abuse and inhumane conditions. Prisoners are denied access to critical medical care, access to clean water, proper food and sanitation, and are subjected to physical, psychological, and sexual abuse by prison authorities. 
Iranian authorities used a “guillotine machine” to amputate fingers of three detained men in July 2025. The men, Hadi Rostami, Mehdi Sharifian and Mehdi Shahivand, had been convicted of theft after grossly unfair trials. They were reportedly blindfolded, handcuffed and shackled before four fingers of each right hand were amputated. Their hands were bandaged in hospital, but they were returned to prison within hours. Under some interpretations of Islamic law amputation as a legal punishment exists in a few countries (Saudi Arabia, Iran, Yemen, Nigeria , Mauritania, Pakistan), but its use is generally rare. In Iran, however, the UN reported that at least 237 individuals in Iran were sentenced to amputation during January 2000-September 2020, with at least 129 sentences carried out. Iran is one of the few countries that has not signed the UN Convention Against Torture.
[bookmark: _Hlk212714804]A report on Yemen by Human Rights Watch, We Pray to God by Torturing Journalists (published September 2025), documents the warring parties’ wide range of violations against journalists and media institutions, including the widespread use of arbitrary detention, enforced disappearances, torture, and other inhuman treatment. 
