In 2025 at least 326 humanitarian workers were killed in 21 countries, bringing the number of victims to 1,010 in just three years. Over half are estimated to have died in Gaza and the West Bank (560), 130 in Sudan's forgotten war, 60 in South Sudan and 25 in both Ukraine and the Democratic Republic of Congo. [Source: Fides/ICN]
At least 65 Ethiopian migrants are at imminent risk of execution in Saudi Arabia for drug-related offences. Three were executed on 21 April 2026 after extremely brief group court hearings without legal representation or translators or being told the charges against them. They were reportedly beaten during the hearings and forced to sign documents they did not understand. A translator appeared only once to inform them that they were being sentenced to death for drug smuggling. The judge reportedly said, “You will be an example to others.” Hundreds of Ethiopians are suspected of being held, with over 200 facing the death penalty. [Source HRW]
The Malaysian government introduced a refugee registration system in January 2026 that replaces the current system managed by the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR). The change accompanies intensified enforcement of the country's immigration laws, including frequent raids and indefinite detention. There is long-standing public hostility toward migrants and UNHCR.
Although child marriage has been illegal in Bangladesh since 1929, with the minimum age of marriage at 18 for women and 21 for men since the 1980s, 65% of girls under 18 are still married (2% are under 11). The situation persists owing to government inaction, poverty, natural disasters, lack of access to education, social pressure, harassment, and dowry. The health consequences include death following early pregnancy, abandonment, as well as and domestic violence from spouses and in-laws. [HRW]
In early April 2026 Cuba announced that it would release 2,000 prisoners as a "humanitarian gesture" for Easter Holy Week. According to Prisoners Defended 1,214 were registered as political prisoners in February.
In November 2025, 169 member states at the UN General Assembly voted to support a resolution repudiating "Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment and Punishment" in all its forms. Three countries voted against (US, Israel and Argentina) and four abstained (Burundi, Nicaragua, Papua New Guinea and Russia). 
